PARENT EDUCATION WORKSHOPS

Parent Handout
Open-ended Questions and Expansion

Asking open-ended questions encourages
your child to answer with more than one word answers.
• Instead of saying “What’s this?” you can say “What do you see on this page?” and
she may respond with more words to describe the picture.
• Another way to phrase the question is “Tell me about the picture” which
encourages even more words.
If your child doesn’t have anything else to say you can say something about
the picture.
• “I see a kitty in the tree” and ask your child to repeat it. “Can you say, I see a kitty?”
When your child is comfortable with talking about the pictures, ask him to say
more by asking a question.
• “What else do you see? Or “Tell me what you think is happening.”
You can expand what your child says.
• If she says “Doggie barks,” you can say “Yes, the doggie is barking at the kitty.”
Open-Ended Questions
Need more than one-word answers
Can have many right answers
Sample questions:
What else could (character) do?
What would you do?
Tell me more…
What do you think will happened next?
What would happen if…?
Why do you think that happened?
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Steps for the Dialogic Reading Process

P
E
E
R

PROMPT (ask a quesion)
EVALUATE (think about what child said)
EXPAND (add to child’s response)
REPEAT (ask child to repeat)
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The PEER Sequence
PEER is a special way you ask questions and respond to a child as you are reading a familiar book together. PEER stands for prompt, evaluate, expand, and repeat.
P

R

Evaluate what the
child says

Expand on what the
child says

Repeat – Child repeats
the expanded word
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Book: The Three Pigs
Example #1
Adult: What is this?
(pointing to house)
Child: A house.

Child: Straw house.

Example

How do you do it?

E

How does it help?

Prompt the child

E

Example #2
Adult: What is
he doing?
Child: He’s blowing.

•A
 dd only a few
words to the
child’s response
•S
 ometimes give
the right words to
the child

•T
 hink about what
the child says. Is
it correct? What
information can
you add to the
child’s words?

Adult: Yes, it’s a house.
Adult: He is blowing.

Adult: It’s a straw
house. Can you say
that? (Evaluate and
Expand are often done
as one statement.)
Adult: That wolf is
going to blow the pig’s
house down. What’s he
going to do?

•A
 sk the child
to repeat your
expanded response
• If the child doesn’t
repeat the words,
then you say it again

Child: Blow house.
Adult: “Yes, he’s
blowing the
house down.

Adapted from information in Read Together, Talk Together™, published by Pearson
Early Learning.
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